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PRESS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

TUSCOLA COUNTY JURY FINDS THAT THE VILLAGE OF MAYVILLE ACTED ENTIRELY 

PROPERLY IN DECLINING TO SEAT ELECTORAL CANDIDATES WHO WERE INELIGIBLE 

FOR PUBLIC OFFICE 

 Mayville, Michigan, October 20, 2025— On Monday, October 20, 2025, a Tuscola County jury, 

sitting in the 54th Circuit Court for the County of Tuscola, found that the Village of Mayville acted 

entirely properly in declining to award seats on the Village of Mayville Village Council to electoral 

candidates who were ineligible for public office.  The jury also found that current Village President, 

Kristen Valentine, and current Village Trustee, Beau Shaver, were properly and lawfully seated on the 

Village Council. 

 In or around February 2025, Judith Chesney and Clare Fryers filed a civil action in the 54th 

Circuit Court for the County of Tuscola against the Village of Mayville, Kristen Valentine, and Beau 

Shaver.  The civil action alleged a single count of Quo Warranto wherein Ms. Chesney and Mr. Fryers 

alleged that they were legally entitled to take public office in the Village in the roles of Village 

President and Village Trustee, respectively.  Ms. Chesney and Mr. Fryers alleged that the Village had 

unlawfully refused to seat them on the Village Council and that Ms. Valentine and Mr. Shaver had 

wrongfully taken the Council seats at issue.  The lawsuit filed by Ms. Chesney and Mr. Fryers came 

after they had requested that the State of Michigan Attorney General take action against the Village.  

The Attorney General refused the request and declined to take any action. 

 In response to Ms. Chesney and Mr. Fryer’s suit, the Village, Ms. Valentine, and Mr. Shaver 

denied any wrongdoing of any kind.  The Village asserted that Ms. Chesney and Mr. Fryers were not 

eligible to serve in an elected office in the Village because both were indebted to the Village.  The 

Village asserted that it was simply enforcing the law as required by the General Law Village Act. 

 The jury trial began on October 14, 2025.  Following four days of trial, the Parties rested and the 

jury began its deliberations on October 20, 2025.  The seven-person jury deliberated for approximately 

2 hours, following which the jury returned with its verdict.  The jury’s verdict was unanimous finding 

that the Village of Mayville, Ms. Valentine, and Mr. Shaver had no liability whatsoever.  The jury 

further found that Ms. Chesney and Mr. Fryers were not eligible to serve in elected office in the Village 

of Mayville because they were each indebted to the Village.  The jury found that the Village had acted 

properly in enforcing the General Law Village Act’s prohibition on seating electoral candidates who 

are indebted to the Village in which they seek public office. The jury’s verdict supported the Village’s 

position entirely. 

 Following the jury’s verdict, on October 31, 2025, Judge Amy Grace Gierhart signed a 

judgment in favor of the Village, Ms. Valentine and Mr. Shaver finding no-cause of action as to the suit 

filed by Ms. Chesney and Mr. Fryers. 

 The Village, Ms. Valentine, and Mr. Shaver are pleased with the jury’s verdict and believe that 

the verdict makes it unmistakably clear that the Village acted consistent with the requirements of 

Michigan law when it declined to seat electoral candidates who were not eligible for the offices sought.  

The jury’s verdict likewise vindicates the actions of previous and current Village Administrators 

Barbara Valentine and Kayla Reed as fully complying with all law.   It is the Village, Ms. Valentine, 

and Mr. Shaver’s earnest hope that with this matter put behind the Village and its residents, the Village 

can move forward collectively to continue to serve the Village’s residents, proprietors, and property 

owners on issues of importance.  The Village is unwaveringly committed to continuing to work 

tirelessly to make the Village of Mayville a great place to live and work. 


